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12 Speakers with Inspiring Stories 
 

Stephen Lewis 
Global Issues – Local Impact 
 
As a politician, diplomat and international envoy for humanitarian efforts, Stephen 
Lewis has dedicated himself to improving the human condition. Formerly the Special 
Envoy to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Stephen Lewis is the chair of the board of 
the Stephen Lewis Foundation in Canada. Mr. Lewis is also a Professor in Global 
Health, Faculty of Social Sciences at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. 
Stephen Lewis draws on his careers in politics, diplomacy and multilateralism to 
demonstrate the principle and practice of self-development. He will attempt to 
demonstrate that the culture of the work-place is every bit as important to self-
development as the capacity of individuals. 
 

Chantal Petitclerc 
Paralympic Athlete 
 
After an impressive 5 gold medals in Athens 2004, Chantal Petitclerc has done it 
again!! Back from the Beijing Paralympic Games with 5 gold medals, 2 new World 
records and 1 new Paralympic record, Chantal becomes the world’s most decorated 
track athlete, with a total of 21 Paralympic medals, including 14 gold medals. Chantal 
Petitclerc inspires as she shares her incredible, inspiring story of determination, 
perseverance and discipline. Chantal has defied her physical circumstances to set new 
world records, capture gold medals and become a top female athlete. 

 

Joe MacInnis 
Voyage to Adventure 
 
Take your group on a fascinating journey to the ocean floor with Dr. Joe MacInnis. 
With stunning visuals and natural talent as a storyteller, he captivates audiences and 
instills in them a new appreciation for the wonders of the natural world. Dr. Joe 
MacInnis is the first Canadian to dive to the Titanic wreckage, and the discoverer of the 
world’s northernmost shipwreck, the HMS Breadalbane. His presentation, stories and 
visuals are breathtaking. In just one hour, he will forever change the way you think 
about business, achievement and life. 

 

Frank O’Dea 
Hope, Vision, and Action 
 
Frank O'Dea has an amazing story to tell. His story gives a renewed respect for the 
power of the human spirit, as they learn the compelling story behind the birth of the 
famous The Second Cup coffee chain and the incredible social entrepreneurship of its 
founder. In addition to his string of business successes, Frank's achievements in the 
not-for-profit sector, both in Canada and worldwide, are extraordinary. His ideas on 
leadership, entrepreneurship and visionary thinking make him a compelling and sought 
after speaker. 
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Robert Ballard  
The Discovery of Titanic 
 
In his gripping presentations, Dr. Robert Ballard shares his passion for the last great 
uncharted territory. Dr. Ballard's talk, 'Science, Exploration and the Miracles of Human 
Achievement' will inspire, entertain and motivate your audience. As the world's 
foremost deep Sea Explorer, Dr. Ballard will take you on a journey of discoveries past 
and present, including his 1985 discovery of the Titanic wreckage. Ballard’s passion for 
adventure is matched by a practical approach to motivation, team building and 
execution. The skills that led to his incredible achievements are the same skills that 
lead his audience members to focus on their own dreams. 

 

Dr. Howard Rocket 
Overcoming Adversity 
 
Dr. Howard Rocket was a successful dentist-turned-entrepreneur when he suffered a 
massive stroke. With valiant medical attention and good fortune he survived and made 
a stunning recovery, but the experience changed his life forever both in body and in 
attitude. Dr. Rocket has since coauthored A Stroke of Luck, his personal story of how 
recovery from a stroke changed his life and his outlook. Dr. Howard Rocket helps 
people understand that they can overcome any obstacle. Audiences will be inspired by 
Howard’s powerful message, his astounding determination, and his success against all 
odds. 

 

Captain Gerald Coffee 
Vietnam Prisoner of War and author of Beyond 
Survival 
 
Captain Gerald Coffee is an inspiring example of the power of the human spirit to 
survive and triumph over the most adverse circumstances. In his talks, Captain Coffee 
gives a moving account of his incredible experience as a Prisoner of War in Vietnam, 
from capture to his ultimate release. His faith - in himself, others, his country - was the 
key to turning an unbelievably difficult and potential devastating experience into an 
opportunity for personal growth. His inspiring story conveys a positive message that we 
each have the potential to survive any ordeal, overcome any obstacle, and achieve any 
goal. 

 

Mike Mullane 
Former NASA Astronaut, author and member of the 
International Space Hall of Fame 
 
Colonel Mike Mullane's wonderfully entertaining presentations of ‘Stories From Space’ 
have been eagerly solicited by organizations of all kinds, from Fortune 500 companies 
to professional associations; from societies to schools and universities. Mullane uses 
his life story as a background to illustrate poignant messages about courageous 
leadership and self-leadership, trust, responsibility and great teamwork. Audiences 
come away from the program feeling inspired and motivated to be the best possible 
team members and team leaders. 
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General Rick Hillier 
Former Canada's Chief of the Defense Staff 
 
General Rick Hillier was Canada's Chief of the Defence Staff – the highest ranking 
position in the Canadian Forces – from February 4, 2005 to July 1, 2008. Throughout 
his career, General Hillier has had the privilege and pleasure of commanding troops 
from the platoon to multi-national formation level within Canada, Europe, Asia and the 
United States. He has worked as a staff officer in several headquarters, first at the 
Army level in Montreal and later at the strategic level in Ottawa. 

 

Scott Burrows 
Stand Up To Any Challenge! 
 
Scott Burrows is much more than a survivor! His personal stories of triumph, 
remarkable skills and gut-wrenching experiences after two life changing accidents will 
inspire, excite and bring your people to their feet as he challenges them to Stand Up To 
Any Challenge! Drawing from his personal and business experiences, and using his 
paralysis as a visual metaphor, Scott has been able to masterfully channel his 
proactive success strategies: Vision, Mind-set and Grit in a unique and mesmerizing 
way. Audiences will discover how to thrive in any business environment, rise above the 
competition, and view any personal or business Setback as a Setup for a Comeback! 
 

Steve Donahue 
A Journey on Shifting Sands   
 
Sahara Desert adventurer, author, drummer, and storyteller, Steve Donahue is a one 
person 'tour de force'. His presentations combine fast paced humour with heart-
stopping tales from his desert odyssey. He's an expert at making people laugh while 
they learn and moving an audience with a touching story. A superb storyteller, he 
shares wisdom as old as humanity and never more relevant than today. Based on his 
harrowing journey across the Sahara, Steve has published Shifting Sands: A 
Guidebook for Crossing the Deserts of Change. 
 
 

Kathy Buckley 
Gifted comedienne, award-winning actress and 
accomplished author 
 
Billed as 'America's First Hearing Impaired Comedienne', Kathy Buckley is a five-time 
American Comedy Award Nominee as Best Stand-Up Female Comedienne. As an 
actress, she is known for her guest starring roles on shows such as Touched by an 
Angel, and for her  critically acclaimed one woman Off-Broadway show, Don’t Buck 
with Me/Now Hear This!. As a motivational speaker, she inspires hundreds of 
thousands of people around the world, sharing her story of overcoming some of the 
most difficult obstacles one can imagine in life, and how she met those challenges with 
dignity, courage, and laughter. 


